The Sacrifice by Kathleen Benner Duble 

Set in Andover in the late 17th century, this novel describes one family's experiences with the Salem witchcraft hysteria.  Abigail's Aunt Elizabeth is charged with witchcraft and is jailed. Eventually, Abigail and her sister are also denounced and imprisoned, sharing her filthy, rat-infested cell.  Duble's narrative clearly captures the sweeping effects of community fear and shows how one youngster's bravery can bring about change. 

Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach

When sixth-grader Hero, daughter of a Shakespearian scholar, learns that a mysterious diamond is hidden in her new house, she teams up with eighth-grade heartthrob Danny and an elderly neighbor to find the treasure. Packed with coincidences, contrivances, and sixth-grade angst, this Shakespeare-laden mystery is absorbing until it strains credibility too far.
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.  

Blood on the River, James Town 1607 by Elisa Carbon

Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier writes about the voyage to Virginia, political intrigues among the settlers, and the harrowing first winter of the James Town settlement brings to life figures like Smith, Powhatan, and Pocahontas.   
Free Baseball by Sue Corbett

An engaging, well-written story with a satisfying ending. As the son of a Cuban superstar, 11-year-old Felix Piloto has baseball in his blood.  While attending a local Florida league game, the visiting team mistakes Felix for its batboy. He jumps at the chance to hang out with real ballplayers and hopes to discover more information about his dad who is still in Cuba.  

Days of Tears by Julius Lester
This powerful and engaging historical novel is told in dialogue and through monologues.  Presents an historical fiction written in first-person format that follows Emma, the slave of Pierce Butler, through a series of events in her life as her master hosts the largest slave auction in American history in Savannah, Georgia in 1859 in order to pay off his mounting gambling debts

Ghost Girl: a Blue Ridge Mountain Story  by Delia Ray
Eleven-year-old April is delighted when President and Mrs. Hoover build a school near her Madison County, Virginia, home but her family's poverty, grief over the accidental death of her brother, and other problems may mean that April can never learn to read from the wonderful teacher, Miss Vest.

The Lighting Thief by Rick Riordan
Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary Schmidt
In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot.  With fully developed, memorable characters and a fascinating, little-known piece of history, this novel will leave a powerful impression on readers

Stanford Wong Flunks Big Time by Lisa Yee
When his lack of interest in academics causes him to fail sixth-grade English and lands him in summer school, his star status on his school's basketball team is endangered.  During a summer filled with painful growing experiences, Standford learns that there's more to life than basketball as he struggles to win his father's acceptance, falls in love for the first time and develops surprising loyalties to much-taunted Millicent and the "Teacher Torturer," who flunked him.
