

Suggested Summer Reading for Grades 6-8

Abenaki Captive by Muriel Dubois

Absolutely Normal Chaos by Sharon Creech

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko

Alice the Brave by Phyllis Naylor

Among Friends by Caroline Cooney

Arkadians by Lloyd Alexander

Ballad of Sir Dinadan by Gerald Morris

Ballad of the Pirate Queens by Jane Yolen

Barn by Avi

BFG by Roald Dahl

Big Wander by Will Hobbs

Bound by Donna Napoli

Boy Called Slow: The True Story of Sitting Bull by Joseph Bruchac

Boy Who Lived with the Bears and Other Iroquois Stories by Joseph Bruchac

Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

Buffalo Gal by Bill Wallace

Cadets at War by Susan Beller

Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman

Colibri by Ann Cameron

Danger Zone by David Klass

Day of Tears by Julius Lester

Dealing with Dragons by Patricia Wrede

Dean Duffy by Randy Powell

Distant Talking Drum: Poems from Nigeria by Isaac Olaleye

Dog Friday by Hilary McKay

Dragonwings by Lawrence Yep

Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery by Russell Freedman

Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath

Falcon’s Egg by Luli Gray

Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry 

Ghost Girl by Delia Ray

Greatest: Muhammad Ali by Myers

Green Angel by Alice Hoffman

Guts: The True Stories Behind Hatchet and the Brian Books by Gary Paulsen

Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

Heartbeat by Sharon Creech

I Have Lived a Thousand Years by Livia Jackson

I Was a Teenage Professional Wrestler by Ted Lewin

If You’re Not Here, Please Raise Your Hand: Poems about School by Kalli Dakos

In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer by Irene Opdyke

It’s Nothing to a Mountain by Sid Hite

Jack Keats: A Biography with Illusions by Dean Engle

Jennifer Murdley’s Toad by Bruce Coville

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

Julie by Jean George

Kokopelli’s Flute by Will Hobbs

Lion, the Witch and Wardrobe by CS Lewis

Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson

Lyddie by Katherine Paterson

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli

Many Thousand Gone: African Americans from Slavery to Freedom by Virginia Hamilton

Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman

Misfits by James Howe

Moon and I by Betsy Byers

Moon Dancer by Margaret Rostkowski

Moves Make the Man by Bruce Brooks

My Brother, My Sister, and I by Yoko Watkins

My Side of the Mountain by Jean George

Mystery of the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks

Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Henkes

Other Side of the Truth by Beverly Naidoo

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

Out of Time by Caroline Cooney

Part of the Sky by Robert Newton Peck

Rimshots: Basketball Pix, Rolls and Rhythms by Charles Smith

Rodzina by Karen Cushman

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor

Savion! My Life in Tap by Savion Glover 

Shadow of the Red Moon by Walter Dean Myers

Shiloh by Phyllis Naylor

Skeleton Man by Joseph Bruchac

Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake

Star of Fear, Star of Hope by Jo Hoestlandt

Steal Away by Jennifer Armstrong

Sweet Corn by James Stevenson

Talking with Artists by Pat Cummings

The Cay by Theodore Taylor

The Gawgon and the boy by Lloyd Alexander

Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

Three Days by Donna Napoli

Tomorrow When the War Began by John Marsden

Uncle Daney’s Way by Jessie Haas

Unlikely Romance of Kate Bjorkman

Van Gogh Café by Cynthia Rylant

Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Curtis

Well: David’s Story by Mildred Taylor

What Would Joey Do? by Jack Gantos

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein

With Every Drop of Blood by James Collier

Witness by Karen Hesse

Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin

Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

Young Man and the Sea by Rodman Philbrick

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Fillpovic

